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WHITE HOUSE,

WASHINGTON, June 25, 1905.
My dear Mr. Ambassador:

I have received from M. Jusserand the following extract
from a telegram sent to him by M. Eouvier :

"You reported to me your conversation with President
Roosevelt, who asked you to inform us that, according to
his views, much prudence should be used in present cir-
cumstances, and that we ought to consider the idea of a
conference as a concession we might make. ... Be so good
as to tell the President that his reflections and advice have
received from us due consideration and have caused us to
take the resolution we have just adopted. We had first
thought that, in order to remove the erroneous impressions
held about our action in Morocco, it would be enough to
show that it threatens no interests whatsoever. But now
we have gone further, and have declared that we are ready
to accept a conference, in spite of the serious reasons we
had to entertain objections against such a project.7'

I shall ask, Mr. Ambassador, that in forwarding this in-
formation to His Majesty you explain that it is of course
confidential.

I need hardly tell you how glad I was to secure this in-
formation from the French Ambassador, As you know,
I was at first extremely reluctant to do anything: in the
matter which might savor of officious interference on my
part; and I finally determined to present the case to the
French Government only because I wished to do anything
I properly could do which the Emperor asked, and of course
also because I felt the extreme importance of doing any-
thing possible to maintain the peace of the world. As you
know, I made up my mind to speak to France rather than
to England, because it seemed to me that it would be use-
less to speak to England; for I felt that if a war were to
break out, whatever might happen to France, England
would profit immensely, while Germany would lose her
colonies and perhaps her fleet. Such being the case, I did
not feel that anything I might say would carry any weight